
What's new in January 
The UCC’s Center for Analytics, Research & Development and Data (CARDD) published a report 
highlighting the most recent data on UCC people, churches and communities. Click here to 
download the whole report. 
 
Below you will see links to a variety of stories and news related to our conference.  If you prefer, you 
can jump right to our website to see these stories and more by clicking here.  
 
Quick Links: 

Conference Calendar 
List-view Calendar 
January Celebrations 
 

 

Conference Calendar 
January 2023 
 
2 Conference Office closed for New Year’s Day 
4 Courtney’s Office Hour; online at 9:30-10:30am; Link: https://meet.google.com/nkn-jzvw-rrf 
5 Moderators Check-in; online; 7:00-8:30pm 
6 Admin & Finance Check-in; link to be sent out to the Google Group in the morning; 1-2:00pm 
 
10 Church Development Committee Meeting; 1:30-3:00 
11 Courtney’s Office Hour; online at 9:30-10:30am; Link: https://meet.google.com/nkn-jzvw-rrf 
12 Westside Committee on Ministry meeting; online; 9:30am-2:30pm 
14 Installation of Rev. Bob Feeny; Westminster UCC; 2:00pm 
 
17 Board of Directors Meeting; online; 6:30-8:0pm 
18 Courtney’s Office Hour; online at 9:30-10:30am; Link: https://meet.google.com/nkn-jzvw-rrf 
19  Personnel Committee Meeting; starts at 2:30 pm 
19 Moderators Meeting; online; 7:00-8:30pm 
20 Eastside Committee on Ministry meeting; 10:00am-12:00pm 
20 Admin & Finance Check-in; link to be sent out to the Google Group in the morning; 1-2:00pm  
21 Ordination of Tara Young-Brown; United Churches of Olympia; 2:00pm 
 
25 Courtney’s Office Hour; online at 9:30-10:30am; Link: https://meet.google.com/nkn-jzvw-rrf 
 
29 Installation of Rev. Emily Tanis-Likkel at Alki UCC; time TBA 
 
February 
1 Courtney’s Office Hour; online at 9:30-10:30a; Link: https://meet.google.com/nkn-jzvw-rrf 
3 Admin & Finance Check-in; Admin & Finance Check-in 
8 Courtney’s Office Hour; online at 9:30-10:30am; Link: https://meet.google.com/nkn-jzvw-rrf 

https://ucfunds.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2cbf31a86ffb2cd8aff833a9c&id=59bc9a7c41&e=6021ce18ba
https://pncucc.org/monthly-post
https://pncucc.org/new-events?view=calendar&month=01-2023
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/561823c9e4b0448989bf7fcb/t/63b5b518fff3a75d483c8017/1672852760477/0123+Calendar.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/561823c9e4b0448989bf7fcb/t/63b5bed72c35e309a59b2e23/1672855255795/0123+Cel.pdf


9 Westside Committee on Ministry meeting; online; 9:30am-2:30pm 

 
 

Link to Westminster UCC for Rev. Feeny’s bio: 
https://www.westminsterucc.org/pastor-bio 

 

  

https://www.westminsterucc.org/pastor-bio


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tara Young-Brown (she/her) is being ordained January 21st 
at the United Churches of Olympia. She is being called at this time 
to the work of hospice chaplaincy and practices ongoing 
discernment as to where the spirit leads. She is in covenant and 
supported by the Community for Interfaith Celebration where she 
engages in spiritual practice, finds community, and continues to be 
awakened. Tara has served as a campus minister, a spiritual 
director, and a social justice parish minister. Tara lives in Olympia 
Washington with her two sons and her mom. Tara enjoys 
gardening, tea with friends, time with her boys, and hikes in the 
woods.  
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Rev. Emily Tanis-Likkel was ordained in 2005 at Eagle Harbor Congregational Church, 
United Church of Christ in Bainbridge Island. Her roles in the last eighteen years of ministry 
across several denominations have included associate pastor, church planter, children and 
family minister, teacher and workshop/retreat leader. When the Alki United Church of 
Christ congregation unanimously called Emily as Pastor, she came home to her 
denomination and home to pastoral ministry.  
 
Emily writes, teaches, preaches and leads from a foundation of embodied spirituality, 
expansive theology and wonder. She loves walking labyrinths and reading novels. Emily 
has developed and teaches a movement practice of embodying sacred texts. Learn more 
about her at emilytanislikkel.com. She lives in a multigenerational household in West 
Seattle. 
 
Photo credit: Rev. Jennifer Butner, The Seeing Glass 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.emilytanislikkel.com/
https://www.instagram.com/the_seeing_glass/?hl=en


Staff Column - Andy Warren 
On behalf of the Pacific Northwest Conference, I want to express my sincere thanks and 
appreciation to all our conference churches that contribute to any or all of the 5 for 5 
offerings. The 5 for 5 offerings provide support to Our Church’s Wider Mission and the 
Special Mission Offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing, Strengthen the Church, Neighbors In 
Need and The Christmas Fund. Without your continued support, our conference and the 
National UCC would not be able to provide the support and programs to our conference 
churches and to the communities we serve around the US and the world.  Below is 
additional information on our 5 for 5 offerings. 

 
I also want to acknowledge and express my thanks to all those who volunteer on 
conference or local church committees. With your many hours of dedicated service, our 
conference and our local churches are making a difference in the Pacific Northwest. 
Blessings to all! 



 

I’m pleased to formally introduce Mark 
Boyd as the new Managing Director of 
Pilgrim Firs Camp & Conference 
Center.  
 

Many of you know Mark from his 
decade of leadership at Camp N-Sid-
Sen or his work at Pilgrim Firs as 
Facilities Manager and Camp Director 
for PNC Confirmation Camps and 
Junior High Camps. Mark shared with 
me, “I’m excited to be at Pilgrim Firs 
and delighted to be a part of the 
amazing work taking place here.” 

 

Mark brings deep faith, humor, and 
humility to all that he does. He has a profound gift for hospitality, extending radical 
welcome to all. He is particularly excited about the Arts and Music programs at 
Pilgrim Firs, and how they provide space and time for healing and replenishment. 
When I asked Mark what he was most looking forward to about returning to Lake 
Flora, he wrote, “I look forward to meeting all the folks who call Pilgrim Firs home. 
God is truly at work here.”  
 

Mark also serves on the United Church of Christ Outdoor Ministries Association 
(OMA), providing vital connections between OMA and other northwest camps as 
well as participating in and leading national camp events. Mark has deep roots in the 
Pacific Northwest. He was raised in the Puget Sound area, and served as Youth 
Minister for the United Churches of Olympia, as well as managing plumbing 
distribution facilities in Tacoma and Tumwater.  
 

Join me in celebrating Mark’s leadership in the Pacific Northwest Conference. His 
love of the outdoors and his nature-inspired poetry is an inspiration to many of 
us! We know that Pilgrim Firs will thrive under his care. 
 
 

 



Upcoming Grant Opportunity 

In the coming weeks, keep an eye out for a message from the Church Development Committee about a 
new grant opportunity. The Anti-Racism and Community Engagement Grant process will be beginning 
this month, and the CDC can't wait to hear your proposals. Stay tuned! 

 

Transitions 

The following transitions have been confirmed by the Committee on Ministry (East and West) 
at their meetings in December. 
 

Warren Johnson’s Licensed Ministerial Standing is renewed for a year as he serves at 

the First Congregational Church in Forks. 

COM unanimously approved the Rev. Matt Emery for a Transfer of Standing into our 

conference. He serves at the Cloverdale United Church in Surrey, BC, Canada and his 

local church membership is at First Congregational Church in Bellevue. 

COM unanimously approved the re-endorsement of the Rev. Lindalee Purdy, Chaplain 

at Horizon House. 

 

There will be two installations and one ordination in the month of January. Please see 

the website for their invitations.  

- The Rev. Robert Feeny will be installed as the pastor of Westminster UCC on 

January 14th. 

- Tara Young-Brown will be ordained on January 21st at the United Churches of 

Olympia. 

- The Rev. Emily Tanis-Likkel will be installed as pastor of Alki UCC on January 

29th. 

 

General Synod registration opens on January 23, 2023.  

The biennial gathering is taking place June 30-July 
4 at the Indiana Convention Center.  For more 
information, go to https://bit.ly/3Qb98At 

The cost is $275 for visitors, delegates and 
exhibitors.  

The event’s theme, “Making All Things New,” is based on the scripture from Isaiah 
43:18-19.  Bookmark this page for future reference and to keep up with the latest news: 
https://generalsynod.org. 

 

https://bit.ly/3Qb98At
https://generalsynod.org/


 

 

The Coalition for UCC Rural Ministries 

PRESENTS 

Nourishing the Seeds of Faith  

(Isaiah 55:10-11) 

A Virtual National Gathering of 

Rural/small town Churches & 

Ministries in the United Church of Christ 

Save the dates: February 9-11, 2023 

Registration to open in January 2023 

Hosted by 

Faith education, innovation & formation (faith info) 

Justice and Local church Ministry of the UCC 

For more information contact 

Rev. roberto Ochoa – ochoar@ucc.org 
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UCC Webinar—What Is a Sustainable Economy? 

Our present economic system is a train barreling toward increasing environmental 
disaster, but what would a sustainable economy look like? To answer this question from 
a place of faith and values entails prioritizing matters of equity, justice, and the common 
good. To help us cast an alternative vision for our economy, this webinar will feature 
Edith Rasell who recently authored the book, “The Way of Abundance: Economic 
Justice in Scripture and Society.” The webinar will be on Wednesday, January 11th at 1 
pm ET/12 pm CT/11 am MT/10 am PT/8 am HT. Register for this webinar to learn 
more! 
[Hyperlink: https://UCC.zoom.us/webinar/register/2316714891719/WN_zfGN6jhaTGu
fNOfZmGs9Vw 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fortresspress.com/store/product/9781506469829/The-Way-of-Abundance
https://www.fortresspress.com/store/product/9781506469829/The-Way-of-Abundance
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/2316714891719/WN_zfGN6jhaTGufNOfZmGs9Vw
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/2316714891719/WN_zfGN6jhaTGufNOfZmGs9Vw
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/2316714891719/WN_zfGN6jhaTGufNOfZmGs9Vw
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/2316714891719/WN_zfGN6jhaTGufNOfZmGs9Vw
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