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  Community. A common unity. A group of folk with a shared connection. A gathering of like-minded 
people. These are the thoughts that used to tumble forth whenever I thought of the word community. 
However my understanding of community has changed. It changed as I watched and welcomed 
many different communities to N-Sid-Sen. I welcomed the folk dance community, the Sufi 
community, the Buddhist community, the Unitarian community, the summer camper communities, 
the UCC church communities and many others. Watching these groups come in, I realized it was not 
many communities I was welcoming. Rather it was many pieces of the greater community. All with 
one thing in mind: to unplug and recharge.  
  Of course, these groups gathered with different themes and designs. Yet, the continuing desire was 
to connect, relax and restore. Whether it was the quilting groups, recovery groups, yoga groups or 
the Montessori schools they all expressed a desire to get away from the day to day drudgery that life 
can become.  
  It was then that I began to look at the community that N-Sid-Sen sits in. Surrounded by the lake and 
all the beauty it holds are other communities that make up this larger community. We have the town 
of Harrison just south of us that has invited us to be a member of the Chamber of Commerce. Which 
of course we said yes to. Then further down the lake sets the Kootenai School District that holds 
their prom at N-Sid-Sen. Both of these communities have invited N-Sid-Sen to be a part of their own 
communities. 
  Around the lake sit another collection of communities, the camps. Four Echoes (Girls Scouts), 
Camp Cross (Episcopalian), Sweyolaken (Campfire), Lutherhaven, (Lutheran), Ross Point (American 
Baptist) and Camp Easton (Boy Scouts). We certainly have connections with these folks. 
  Then there are the folks who care for us, Harrison Ambulance and East Side Fire District (ESFD). 
We need this community and welcome them whenever and however we can. We support this 
community by providing assistance whenever and however we can. We provide food and chairs for 
the ESFD pancake feed, we feed firefighters stuck out fighting fires by providing needed meals at 
any hour. N-Sid-Sen is a transition site for the fire district and ambulance when they need Medivac 



helicopters. N-Sid-Sen is also a temporary home for folks burnt out of their homes. N-Sid-Sen is 
currently working with both ESFD and the Harrison Community to be a designated disaster 
evacuation site.   
  It is with this community with ESFD that we have exciting news. Anyone who has been to camp in 
the last few years has probably seen the degradation of our boat dock pilings. They have become 
better homes for local birds than dock pilings. Each winter we have been crossing our fingers in 
hope that they survive another year. This is the last year we need to worry. ESFD has been looking 
for a protected bay to moor their fireboat in and our little cove is going to be just that. ESFD and N-
Sid-Sen have reached an agreement wherein the fire boat will live at N-Sid-Sen and ESFD will put in 
a brand new dock and boat slip. This new dock will be fully paid for and maintained by ESFD in 
return for us keeping the road open year round. (Which we already do). An easement has been 
signed allowing ESFD to access our property 24hrs 365 days a year. In order to obtain the easement 
we had to name the road to the cove. Soon you will be able to google “Ford Road” and get directions 
to camp.  
  So, back to community. I believe that community means much more than just gathering with like-
minded folk. It means connecting with all our neighbors and seeing what is needed and how we can 
provide that need. It means more than sharing our common unity, rather it means looking for the 
common unity in each other and building upon that.  
  The common unifier with all the N-Sid-Sen groups is the desire to unplug and connect. Let us be 
the ones to provide that space, both physical and spiritually. What is the common unifier in your 
community and how can you provide space for that?  
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